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Nihangnama 


The Nihangnama (Treatise of Nihang Singh Wamiors) isan 
anthology of historical accounts discussing the ongin 
stories related to the Nihang Singhs. The Sikh tradition, 
following Guru Gobind Singh, would be woefully ignorant 
of the history of the Nihang Singhs without these seminal 
texts. These texts unequivocally assert that the Nihang 
Singhs draw theirlineage straight from Guru Gobind Singh. 
Previously untranslated texts are presented to bring 
awarenessto Sikhs in the diaspora regarding the ongins of 
the Nihang Singhs. hy 
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‘Mihangs are forever firm in 
their conviction, character, 


recitation of Gurbani, and 0) # 
g 
performance of austerities; such ts a true Warrior. 


They remain forever in their own discipline, even if kings 


and royalty walk by.” 


- Pracheen Panth Prakash (Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangoo) 


oO 


TIP 


Salutation: As per tradition regarding dhammic literary works, a 
mangal, orsalutation ismade prorto the commencement of the 
work. Humbly find the mangal below: 


apy w 
ySe Js fs WY eas Fas fs, Su afb oh wary fer 


When the Guru's Wisdom, like the wind, dispersed acrossthe word, 


it removed the ignorance like clouds, and displayed the Blue [Bana] sky forall to 
see. 


PPB III Se Toutes, 8 Ye aine aera ee) 
The unique uniform [Bana] of the Singhs is now present in foreign countries, and 


these foreigners are even keeping their Kes[Hair] becoming the highest [Guru's 
Sikhs]. 


SILAS oY YONGE. se, Soe Bere! 


Always strapped with weaponsand reciting the scnptures of Chandi, their 
[Shahidi] Degh always flows freely and they distribute it to countless people. 


fora goer} yo fs BYyeC], BH EH YF ad YSar yo Yer] | 


The slanderers continue to shriek but the wise have understood [this mystery], 
salutations to the Dal Panth, which grants countless blessings. 
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Prac heen Panth Prakash 1842 
The Khalsa Panth’s Illumination Shahid Rattan Singh Bhangoo 


The author of Pracheen Panth Prakash, Shahid Rattan Singh 
Bhangoo, wasthe grandson of the famed Shahid Mehtab Singh. 
Much of hisknowledge was passed down through hisfamily and thus 
the text providesan interesting insight into the Misal period [mid to 
late 1700s]. The text makes consistent mention of the Akali Nihangs 
and their sacrifices during the Misal penod but the passage below 


specifically describes the story of Gurbaksh Singh Nihang. 
TORT JFy frog ol} TY 95 G5 1 
YC} TAC) G5 SB} BH Wess MHYT ta 


Oh, wise ones, listen to this story | will tell of the Nihang 
Gurbaksh Singh, who attained sublime Shahidi [martyrdom] in 


the auspicious city of Amnitsar. 


FS PIGS LO) MO As Soe eer eae 
YsSe Gy Ue Me eT epee Bet 

A great and elite wamor [Bhujangil], he kept the Guru's Code of 
Conduct [Rehat] very well, assuch, he wore the blue clothing 


and would awake eany in the moming and drink cannabis. 


Following thishe would cleanse himself and brush his teeth. 


_2- Pracheen Panth Prakash 


JE Mas Ieee gD TS) ig FW) IFS.» 
JY SOS GP RS MITE BI GITS ee Fo 


Daily, he would bathe in the early moming, reciting Gurbani 
while adoming his turban. Worshipping his weapons, he would 


hold his sword and salute it. 


FTI BITE H’ Ye u ge forsog 3a Fore u 
Fo vq Fe SF He 0 Hay Soo) yy Gos tH 


Around hisneck he wore an all-iron rosary, even hiscomb was 
made of iron and his small rosary. His Chakar[quoit] around his 
turban wasiron, asthe iron chain. He would recite “All-lron is 
my Protector’ [from Akal Ustat]. 


PySoy aan oye OF Ne Me Uige Io f 
GTITES A) Yammeae Tee Jet Ie Teg Jaze joey) Be 


The gauntlets he wore were iron, along with his club. Wearing a 
white Kachera, with cloth measuring up to one and a quarter 
yard, he also wore iron chain-mail. In holding congregations [at 


Akal Takht], many Nihangs would also attend. 


P93: Pracheen Panth Prakash 


Joy Te F oe CY F435: 5.06 

PREY TIC GS Wo eI Ae Foes Net 

That man iscalled a Nihang who is indifferent to both pain and 
pleasure. That person whose body is unaffected by both pain 


and pleasure, we propeny call that person Bidehi [Without a 
Body, another name for Shahid Singhs]. 


SNPS ey geet 
CBS bes Rath aad 


Nihangsare forever firm in their conviction, character, their 
recitation of Gurbani, and performance of austenties; such isa 
true Wanior. They remain forever in their own discipline even if 


kings and royalty walk by. 


TS, BIE Ree Seicay er 
For Ye} ys ye shou wd ary wf sot oho ne 


Wherever an opportunity for warfare arises, they never cower 


from death. Wherevera great calamity is upon the Panth, they 


readily offerthemselvesto combat the threat. 


ay Pracheen Panth Prakash 


LE EI VID MONEE [FF IYI GES 
PST SME Re 2Ie pe) gies ym ELE 


Wherever war is being waged, they press forward holding the 
battle standards. Wherever they hearthe drum beat of war, 


they run to the front of the lines to fight. 


SD Ty yy ey 4 So Meaney ee 
09 Ie) Bee SH eed eH Japs gape OF 


Gurbaksh Singh had taken Khande Ki Pahul from the Shahid 
Bhai Mani Singh, and hailed from the village named Leel near 
Khemkaran, a village in the district of Majha. 


-Episode 156, Pracheen Panth Prakash 


5™ Pracheen Panth Prakash 


Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 1843 


The Solar Illumination Mahakavi Santokh Singh 
of the Guru’s Glory 


The Gurpratap Suraj Prakash Granth isthe most comprehensive 
histonc al text with respect to the Sikh Gurus. It wasso well received, 


that its daily discourse [katha] wasmandated at all Takhts. 


The passage below describes the ongin story of the Akali Nihangs. 
Specifically, the passage discusses events surrounding Guru Gobind 
Singh leaving Chamkaur. After sustaining some injures to his feet, he 
wasmet by Maan Singh, Daya Singh and Dharam Singh in an 


orchard, where they then proceeded to Gulaba Masand’s house. 


i} yy 3 fso jg Corr 1! Hy fast mpfa Cera natu 


From the auspicious mouth of the Guru, He said to those 
around him, “Go bring large amounts of cannabisand black 
pepper. 


JIN IR TEI efonk Seg Seay as 
EI RRIS Phe Rs ls ae he ke be 


| have gone a long time without any intoxic ants, thisbeverage 
brings great happiness to my mind”. Gulaba the Masand heard 
these wordsand got ready to leave, he went to the market to 
purchase these items. 


-8- Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 


FG Ye yyy GO He 1 Lap apyoH yjs geopfe 
YI TET SHY By UE e Ibo Ae 


When the Guru was seated in this orchard, the Masand went 
quickly to the city to complete his task. Guru Gobind Singh had 
taken the milk of an Ak plant [for medication, commonly called 
the ‘Apple of Sodom’], but it had caused dryness on his feet. 
He desired an intoxicant to drink [which would remove this 
pain]. 


Ie fy) Se) Ho 0 dy fy 8 fra was 0 95 fy 29 ae 
8 4 af ape ga 2 Bs frarS tee 


He then asked the three Singhs in hiscompany, “Does anyone 
have cannabisclose at hand?” Maan Singh had small amounts 
of cannabis wrapped up, and heaning this, the Guru told him to 
unwrap it. 


Rupees 3 IG SERS er Ba 
SERS 52 PET eek 5 3), re So a Lene 

Maan Singh had prepared the small amounts of cannabis and 
gave itto Gum Gobind Singh. The drink was extremely strong 
and the Guru drinking it wasextremely pleased and gave a 


blessing to Maan Singh - “Within the Khalsa there willbe a 
Panth that belongsto you. 


#92 Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 


TE TY BY ToS fay) 0 Ty fodg ya word} u fox yors foo 
yeh faa} 1 ws RES of Ud} sue} uBEt 


It willbe beautifully adomed in yourattire and demeanor- 
countless in number they will be called Akali Nihangs’. In this 


way, about half an hour passed, but their desire for more 
intoxicants remained. 


-Rut 6, Chapter 44, Gur Pratap Suraj Prakash Granth 


ar Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 
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Naveen Panth Prakash 1880 


The Khalsa Panth’s Illumination Giani Gian Singh 
(Newer Standard) 


Foreword: The Naveen Panth Prakash is one of the seminal histoncal 
texts relating to Sikh history following the passing of Guru Gobind 
Singh until the time of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. This text isused asa 
source for much of the information relating to the Misal period during 
the early to late 1700s. Consequently, this text provides an important 
insight into the Akali Nihangs. Gyani Gyan Singh, the author of the 
text, himself a Nirmala Sikh, mentions the Nihangs and their 
involvement throughout the Misal period. The portion below 
specifically describes in detail the ongin stones of Nihangs, their 


charactenistics, and their identity. 


a} YS Fe Mga FY eye, 
BF TGA wyfe TAG a5 feysfe Fu 


Guru Nanak, who gave the entire world endless happiness, has 


kept the honour of the ‘Bana’ [Nihang uniform], and who also 
illuminated the sun of wisdom. 


Swit Naveen Panth Prakash 


SIU FFE Y SIE UG YS 
Hus Joegy ary wy aye F 0 
Meditating upon those lotuslike feet | bow in salutation to the 


Khalsa Panth, now | will narrate the ongin stones of the Nihang 
Singhs. 


3g TY AT Se} FF YH HES 1 


| write down these stones astold by the elder Nihang Singhs, so 
brother, as! narrate this story please listen carefully with 
attention. 


TSH IE HF yyy aH Je se, 
fs5 & faog fay as Sf wypsyfe F var yn 


Having little essence in Satoguni or Rajoguni qualities, they consist 
mainly of Tamogun, these are what you call the Nihang Singhs of 
the Guru. 


Fy} a Story 1 


Ba JES I GS HIRST Se HY, 
SERIO U INU Re 


One day the Guru gave great chanity to a Brahmin, granting 


him sesame seeds, oil and iron in an amount that weighed as 
much asthe Brahmin. 


: 13 : Naveen Panth Prakash 


ieee elie Kalb Pie Seub 
FE OOD ere) a 


Asthe Brahmin walked out the door, there were poor Sikhs, 
Cannabis drinking beggars, who asked the Brahmin what he 
wastaking with him with such excitement. 


OG Joa FELIS VIS MS Fg, 
FYEG 5 f79 Cs yoy cope} Fv 


The Brahmin said, “lam taking this charity, which the Guru has 
blessed me with”, the Sikhs did not understand how he had 
eamed thisand did not accept this. 


5 5 eR, Yo VP HF Os YG, 
DS ISR Sem eT) nye, sare 


The Sikhs snatched the chantty from the Brahmin, who then 
went to the Guru and pleaded, but the Guru laughed and said 
“these Sikhs are the Akalis.” 


PEST eRe eT OT 2 
CUB Moe a 


| have given you this chantty to nd the Sikhs of poverty, hunger, 
laziness and the effect of black magic, but now they have 
brought these back into the community. 


14 - Naveen Panth Prakash 


we THe fy FIG TH fos, 
SI) Ie ee eae 
Without being wise and acting without contentment they stole 


this charity, and now these [hunger, poverty etc.] will run within 
the Akalis.” 


SSB a Yo BE ae, 
Ye Spee) eee 


Thus, the Guru, forthe Singhs, made it mandatory for iron 
weaponsand Karasto be wom [to protect from black magic] 
and fed them many fred sweets. 


PRED IF FE MOTe J59. 98. 
aay aS fay OF FI a yoru} F 1a790 


He made them adopt the blue uniform and thus the Guru said, 
“these Sikhs are the Guru’s Akalis.” 


wef a Story 2 


es ta dy 7H aifo Ys a Uys, 
G2) Dae eel a oe 
One day dunng the daily congregation held in the Guru's 


presence, the Guru’sson Fateh Singh dressed himself in a 
particular way. 


71542 Naveen Panth Prakash 


EAS SIS Se ITE a, 
OE ers eae Ty a 


Holding a club on his shoulder, adomed with a tall turban, with 
a Kachera across his waist he chanted Akal! 


HY Ys Loy oo HoH B} BF 3 Yy, 
Bs fay Ala er YI 3 avy d 0 


Looking at him the Guru said, such a Panth will be started and 
call themselves the ones of Baba Fateh Singh. 


IY Yrg yifo wa F myy d naocw 


This isthe proper ongin story of the Nihang Singhs, the next story 
| will narrate isalso found within the Gurpratap Suraj Prakash 
Granth. 


Fy} 30 Story 3 
rates ze Hy Y ys 79 a fo, 
EIS item eee. 


When Guru Gobind Singh was in the forests upon reaching 
Macchiwara, Bhai Maan Singh was following along behind the 
Guru. 


ali - Naveen Panth Prakash 


Fy YI YS fos Ys a sary fas, 
so feg BY Ys aay F Fafe Fu 


Maan Singh waSa great enjoyer of cannabis and served it to 
the Guru when in the forests of Macchiwara. | narrate to you 
what then the Guru said to Maan Singh 


PY) coh IIs Oe) 
Si Rall Uy acide BIRR, 


“A Panth willbe erected, adoming a similarturban as you, as 
filed with happinessas you and asgreat drinkers of cannabis.” 


DI Ys yos 3 yg fy vew ey, 
BTS fadg yy oe} F feyfe d varen 


Such a blessing passed upon Maan Singh, which oh Brother, 
started the Nihang Panth which you see today. 


Fy} 8 v Story 4 


BH TY ¥5 wy F fava At afs, 
PHF TS HI TTY PSI S u 


Now listen to the fourth ongin story that istold about the 
Nihangs, which relatesto when Guru Gobind Singh wore blue 
Clothing in the Macchiwara jungle. 


-17- Naveen Panth Prakash 


PES sy TT 3 wye F Fe ws, 
So Fel ky A} 3 yo Ors F 1 


When going to the house of Dhillion from Malwa, Sodhi Kaul 
made a request forthe Guru to receive new clothes. 


GOS Wy Geo Sawn, 
ce aE LI ina 
The Guru accepted and adomed the new white clothing, and 


the Guru took off his dark blue clothing, npped it up, and threw 
it in the fire. 


Ga Ble wy Ys ea} W5 fofy FH a, 
ys fadgq Sy soy ave F acon 


However, the Guru saved one piece and gifted itto Maan 
Singh, who adomed it on histurban [asa Fara], and thus 
started the new uniform of dark blue clothing of Nihangs. 


TY) PSS LE Ry PLY) 25 
my FF C8 eYss 1 PP 3F ey feys navan 


These are the four origin stones of the Nihangs, as|I have heard 
them. | write them down assuch. Now | will narrate the ongin 
story of the tall turban. 


18)2 Naveen Panth Prakash 


DES Faye a ek De STOEL at 
FD PPI EDS Aas Yo oy Oe Lee 


When the Panth first joined forcesthey got together and fought 
against the Turks, taking away their govemance. When the 
Singhs established theirown kingdoms, many Nihangs became 
householders. 


RESID CROCE TRS CES ih a 
Jose Seize al Meepea soy oS Bio BAe 


The various bandsof Nihangswho remained nomadic took to 
looting cropsto excess. They had faith they were entitled to the 
cropsand this habit of looting took form. 


Say fay F or 5 23 0 aye ye FF He FS 
do Sos Sy Ysa ware u Bd wa Yss MYA navel 


The rulers who were Singhs did not punish the Nihangs, they 
themselves with their strength had looted. When there wasno 
more commotion of war, then within the kingdom there arose 
this widespread of stealing. 


i BAB Oy aR aN ey EEO ni pena 

During thistime there was one Nihang, Naina Singh, who was 
known for his recitation, austerity and keen disceming intellect. 
He rana very large Langar[communal kitchen] and practiced, 
very firmly, the Nihang Singh conduct. 


leh Naveen Panth Prakash 


feo yam Sear ga dye roe yt 
Ys You Ff aay fyaysy 1 Fo Vg joys Sv vy waves 


Having a very large turban, he would recite a passage from the 
Guru Granth Sahib, that which the Great Fifth Guru said, “Upon 
Meeting the Guru !adom a tall Dumalla”. 


5 Weg Ts Pa joe tap ey SB fog 
Sys mga Ss egss u HG Bd fad Gers warn 
The Nihangshave accepted this saying of the Guru and have 


adomed such beautiful tall Dumallas. From then these very 
large tall Dumallas were adomed by the Nihangs. 


Oa sae oe ace ein 
Pe, eee ao Irae ae) Mee 


These Dumallas are called the Naina Singh styled Dumailla. It is 
said that from that time, this tradition had been started. Now 
listen to how they came to be known asAkalis. 


[eS Naot hele Perm ye err aay 
PETE YI FIINGY & BY WY) aay wre hae et 


Singhs would remain nomadic traveling from place to place, 
chanting Akal Akal. Upon listening to this, the people of the 
wond then started to widely call them Akalis. 


= 20) Naveen Panth Prakash 


FLY WY SHG G2 b OF Sade je Za t 
TY YHS fET FI HF u Gry Mors} YS BF varow 


In the same way that Kookas[Namdhanis] got theirname from 
their Kooks [shneks], and those who bumt theirhairbecame 
known as Hair Bumers [Sipphooke], in the same way theirnames 
manifested in the word [due to their actions. As such, the 
Nihangs were also called Akalis.] 


B5 fy odor yores 4 Bx Fe" Phy wr se 
fest reps ge) ore 8 Bosh yp G5 ayer aaa 


The great brave Phoola Singh Nihang wasa fierce student of 
Naina Singh. His presence asa raider was known throughout 

the wond. Phoola Singh Nihang had killed an English officer in 
one such encounter. 


Jose yofs Fo Ysa yes u Hy OG YE Ty YF? 1 
a} ses Pay yrs 1 wyG fay ySyTe F Fes wavar 


Phoola Singh’s influence increased greatly in and around the 
area of Mukhtsar, assuch the brave Ranjit Singh called Phoola 
Singh [to join his ranks] with great respect. 


ones ee ea Wa a fee are 
SSBB Mbp ALCON ke NON Bait Eyl NA 


Ranjit Singh then made a regiment called the Akalisand 
entrusted soldiers under the control of Phoola Singh. All soldiers 
of this regiment called themselves Akalis. 


= ais Naveen Panth Prakash 


FAs FF Os eYss 1 VAI Ys Ade mys t 
PRS HF JP SF ¥ Jos HIE Boy FF vaven- 


They alladomed tall turbans, with Khandas, Chakars[quoits], 
knifes, Gajgah [emblems], iron chains and the five weapons. 
They also were equipped with many other weapons. 


JSD ae eee) os) As A Ie See) 
He ee ee Se) Payoh eu 


This was the uniform of the Akal Regiment, although this 
tradition had already been established in the Guru’s House. The 
Regiment would now wear blue clothing, and now too [the 
Akalis] continue this tradition. 


Wo S28 TD SOE) VEER II GOEE 
BC SSR Jee Nad 92 GW ey) Foe UE 
BERS DWS eS Noi Ru Bel i 


With great determination Phoola Singh attained Shahidi 
[martyrdom] fighting against the Turks. The Regiment then was 
dispersed, and the Singhs were then scattered. This is the story 
of the Panth of the Nihang Singhs, | narrate to you as!| have 
been told it. 


Birt Naveen Panth Prakash 


ays u 
By PF Jaen we AIF as IS 
SI YT Ys fl jeyer) Paes 


This Panth of the Nihangs, | have narated their four ongin 
stones, how they received the blessings of Guru Gobind Singh. 


FF Yous 95 WE Hs food af 
He Tis fRyg I Hq 3 foos} F u 


Their diet, dress, soeech and mannensmsare all different from 
other Singhs, and the entire word. 


FE Fs GP Yo sy I yy oF Fo 
Fs 9 yds Ho foH ST 


They remain mainly Tamoguni with little influence of Satoguni 
and Rajoguni dispositions, and they will fight fiercely over minor 
issues. 


ag 5 2 wy 32 st ag 25 
CS 5 oF IF Ba Hf Mars} F natcu 


They do not lower their eyes to anyone, fearing no one, they 
don’t hesitate to fight; this is how people describe the Akalis. 


see Naveen Panth Prakash 


30 Jos Fda Fer Ha F5 TH} Su 


Eating out of iron vessels, wearing only iron on their body, they 
always remain enraged, they have bumed away the entire 
amy of Ignorance. 


92 oF ao 88H ya ty wy Pt 
They adom tall Dumallas, strapped with Chakars [quoits], knifes 


and Khandas[double-edged swords], keeping clubs they dress 
in dark blue clothing. 


SA bp ici ae 
Naas 5B BEBO Ra 


They have no desire for sensuous pleasure, they forever 
maintain their sovereignty, and are very quick to begin 
arguments and fights. 


fys FE ye Yfo HDF 3 yours} T waren 


They do not recognize the traditions of the Vedasorcaste 
obligations, when eating they always share, such isan Akali. 


“Ae Naveen Panth Prakash 


oy oy Yas a PIs F a3 yoS 
mI SRST FHT BY STF 1 


They are great loversand frends of opium, poppies and 
Cannabis, their property isthe land of laziness, hungerand pure 
poverty. 


farsi wa oy aja F 5 Bo vy 
5 DIY Fo SF 
They may perfom work, but even then they do not desire any 


money in retum. They remain everin bliss, and never 
expenence pain in their heart. 


FEI] F CAO GIS F FSO 
ba ye} YS a} YB F afos Goa F ¥ 
They do not go into the congregation, nor listening to the 


ancient scriptures, but take a great thrill in reciting solely the 
Guru’s Bani. 


WI Ye Geer 4 joes 
BS Uy Te B Yay ad Ba HF ada F naoou 
They eat by instilling fearand taking from others, they travel 


from Gurdwara to Gurdwara, they do not beg like beggars, the 
people calla Nihang assuch. 


-25- Naveen Panth Prakash 


SRO AE VEER, Shae b 5) 
TOTS ee gee eed Oe 


They call others Pakhandis [fakers] and think of themselvesas 
above all judgment, they are great wamors of keepers of the 
Guru’s Code of Conduct. 


WIS YS fap Ys fag wa et 
5 Dye Yer Bs SHC) avy SF 1 


They do not recognize anyone else otherthan their Guru and 
the Deathless [Akal], against [Indic] tradition they do Parkarma 
[circumambulation] the reverse way [counterclock wise]. 


OF Be agees eIe 
Ee Ia 2 Noel J 
They are large fish in the ocean of Rudra rasa [The Ferocious 


Rasa], they do not endure the objections and slanders from 
others. They cut the limbs off their enemies. 


HES Fee Hy YY Soa Soy 
38S usar fry JF a fady F uaoay 


Forever desinng war, weapons, horsesand cannabis, such is the 
one-pointed mind of the Guru’s Nihang Singh. 


os Naveen Panth Prakash 


YY) Peek Fey Ree TS 
JD ILS Tip ei ASS AE eA 


Those Nihang Singhs who have protected the Hindu Dhamma in 
allareasof India, have killed and thrown away generations of 
their enemies. 


FISTS) So) SIS S) 
Ty) Sor year calor fous} 2 0 


They have bumt the net of Attachment, destroying all the 
generations of Angerand Desire. They have removed, within 
the people of India, all poverty, impunity, and low-level thinking. 


YH IAI od ys 5 wy 
TIS fy Ps evs sy for yy WE wy) Dw 


Gyan Singh says that, in the past, present and in the future, the 
Nihang Singhs have eamed great achievements, the cooling 
breeze and pleasant sunlight warmth [of their presence] 
expands forth quickly! 


EP? Pee ED 
TRE Dogs a Vue SORE 


They were given impurnty in big heaps but even still they have 
been given a high status. These Akalis of the Guru are masters 
of Tegh [sovereignty] and Degh [benevolence]. 


ie das Naveen Panth Prakash 


PF Fyay a Fan t Jory} 
FE YS TE YS A YETG a faarsy Tu 


Nurturers of Dharma, and forever the protectors of good 
action, those who come into theirsanctuary are protected - 
they are the oneswho remove the false projection of Maya 
[the Illusion of the Word]. 


ie ae eee) 

BP ee eso) oi Nyy ot 

Being pleased with even just a little seva [selfless service], they 
are like Shiva, granting wishes and pleasuresto people. And to 


those who are angry against them, they grant them liberation 
[through death]. 


SI OTe SS BY EE 
AF YH) Hr BAT Za yoy 


They are great possessors of powerand happiness. They nurture 
both the populace and the amy and they are mindful of 
Current developments and worddly affairs; they walk on the 
path of the rightful. 


TY Js fy a ye Fy a yore 

8 TGS fopy a wrss fopy F mors} F 12030 

They are great lovers of both the Panth and Gurbani within the 
Guru Granth, they are the saviors of Gyan Singh, such are the 


Akali Singhs. 
- Naveen Panth Prakash 


- 28 - Naveen Panth Prakash 
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Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 1880 


The Lovely Illumination of Baba Sumer Singh 
The Guru’s Lotus Feet 


Foreword: The Sr Gur Pad Prem Prakash isan exquisite Braj historic al 
text on the life of Guru Gobind Singh. The author was the esteemed 
Sumer Singh who served asJ athedarof Takht Patna Sahib and, also, 
the chairman of the Faridkot Tika committee. Baba Sumer Singh 
traces his lineage to the Giani Sampradya from Amnitsar. The 


passage below from the text describes the onigin of Nihang Singhs. 


mV Hs foo mR AT fon WI Ys yo ad 1 
FIX) I} 7 Fys oss FS} Gs w 


Now | will narrate this beautiful story according to my meager 
understanding. The truth that | bring before you isexactly as| 
have listened and understood it from reliable sources. 


TF TS MPH apy wary you ss yoo su 
fea Bef m5 yas} fax fefe yas seq wg wan 


The stones of the Guru outweigh all the Vedasand the 
numerous Puranas, this secret though can only be understood 
and realized by a devoted and fully aware servant of the Guru. 


oi Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 


Spe LE Sa ae IS ae ee 
DIP eee ees 

At one time, all the foursonsof Guru Gobind Singh got 
together, the respected Ajit Singh, J ujhar Singh, the esteemed 


and pure J orawar Singh, and the revered Fateh Singh, who 
even sin feared. 


BY FOS YT UPS YH? Ys fy oF FF 
BEA ESE SEARS ie Bae oat 


The youngest of all the sons, Fateh Singh wasthe most 
prominent and loved, forhe was the one who invoked forthe 
first time the Khalsa Fateh [Vahiguru Ji Ka Khalsa Vahiguru J i Ki 
Fateh]. 


Perae}5 25) B55 DIS Fe Joma? 8 
Se ay Soa ory of 
The three elder brothers met and carefully set out to create a 


new path, typing a large dark blue Dumalla on the wise Fateh 
Singh. 


DEEPA ESE AEE Oe RR el SOR. 
DOr es a eye aa 


Bedecking Fateh Singh with weapons, the older brothers, all 
laughing, took him to his father Guru Gobind Singh, the Master 
of Anandpur, who wasresiding on His throne in bliss. 


sus Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 


BY SY BS Ble Sa sayje as Fags a} u 
Fo mya yo s Ho Hay Go Lys 3 7d 1 


Guru Gobind Singh looking at thisform was pleased and 
hugged Fateh Singh, and then said, "l really love this uniform 
with such a beautifully adomed Dumalla 


BIT Hs YHIs Fo TFS Hy fayry ow 
Fo yofs swap Cans Samy fad yors 3 wsH 


This Fara isthe symbol forthe entry into heaven, those Singhs 
who adomed it willbe fearless and victonous in battle. This Fania 
is highest honour given; great are these Nihang Singhs. 


SUT as ae Mie Jose oe 
BODY JG SORS YASS. Pay ay ie C48 


Understand this form to my very own, | will send great love to 
those who adom it. Amongst the Singhsnone are equal to the 
Nihang Singhs; liberated, they are free from all doubt and fear.” 


Fee fafg 5 79 Feesy 1 ay foys fey fay Ira 1 
SYS 8 fog Fy HS u VS Yous F yss 3S ven 


When the Guru gave this blessing to Fateh Singh, then Himmat 
Singh [of the Punj Pyare] were also given this honour [to wear 
the Bana and Fara]. The Nihang Singhs then expanded greatly 
in size and two typesof Nihangsstarted to emerge. 


eye Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 


Go ATG YI YY MNS aay Oe wary Y 
SS il pe Rab es ASE SUS BI ey Bay 


Some wore a nomal Dumalla keeping the Guru'sname on 
their mouth, while some desired to weara tall Dumalla. Time 
had passed and there wasa lull in the tradition, but this was 
arisen again with Naina Singh. 


By ify XT ya se u yF Joys wis Js Fe 
THO OP FY ys Wo} u a} Gfepsqs fo Fo Fos} ueu 


Naina Singh was Baba Deep Singh's student, and wasa great 
wamior, filled with virtue. Listen to thisnarration, which | have 
understood from listening to the Gyanis in Amnitsar. 


SYS YH YO FY YC] i As yowy F Yo Hr] 1 
BE Oy TATU E I) JOTI AIT ae Lee 


Amiving at the Akal Takht, Naina Singh did an Ardaas 
[supplication] and tied a tall Dumalla, with a Fara springing 
forth from the top and considered this Fania asa Nishan [Battle 
Standard] of the Panth. 


HOGG! AS SHAM HIS SME) AY IPR 

P20 BF SIS Te Se) Soy IIe) Nae 

He started the tradition of eating out of Sarbloh [all-iron] vessels, 
and wore a greyish blue colour Fara on top of his Dumalla. 


After Naina Singh came Phoola Singh, who spread the word 
greatly and created many Nihang Singhs. 


- 33 - Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 


Ys FF Yo sas wpa} u egg youy fry Wo} w 
TTY FF JS Is we u wfejas PF fy Jre.vaas 


They were great wamors, egoless devotees of the Guru, who 
would be greatly compassionate to the poor. Many joined into 
the ranks weanng dark clothing, many people came from all 
around into the Singhs. 


3m fy 3 se Ey] u ye Js yo Fs Ff wy 
Fo fy Ly} Se u Foofo ys HI Fa Fe waar 


Naina Singh thus started this tradition of the tall Dumalla. This 
tradition came into the word from Naina Singh. Ganda Singh 
then also wore thistall Dumalla, who wasa great wamor and 
praised throughout the word. 


f55 2 a} Ty fy yor? 1 wofys YE Yor fos 7s 1 
J55 3 95 OS YS Yo AS u aM HHAfs wrYs Bf uasu 


After them came a beloved Gareeb Singh, my fatherhad 
great love for their lotus-like feet. From my father! heard this 
story many times, and aspermy meager understanding | have 
narrated it to you assuch. 

- Si Gur Pad Prem Prakash 


Ba Sri Gur Pad Prem Prakash 


BUeUyeYoy Ysuls vA Tey 


Sols 


Je] ET OTF) 


Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama 1700s 


Code of Conduct of the Bhai Daya Singh Pyara 
Compassionate Tiger 


The Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama is dated within the 1700s and 
outlines the charactenstics and traitsof an Akali Nihang. 


IIS Sg Sea gye! 
PY IY FIPS YE JIBS Yoofe 


The form of an Akaliisthus, wearing dark blue clothes he 
continually chants the Jaap Sahib, and ‘Gurbar Akal’ [the 
Deathless is All Powerful], wearing all iron weapons. 


PILI? C0 YJ TSS Meh ME BE ISAS Bo Wee 
aE HS oY 0 
Equipped with five weaponshe keepsa Kiran ina baldric 


[gathra]. He doesnot eat ordnnk anything without blessing it 
first with his Karad [knife] and with love reciting ‘Akal’. 


Ce yoy FIP Gy fady Grg u aay mors} Fy wd au fy fs 
Geyg 


Understand that he iscalled a Nihang who adomsa tall turban, 
these are the traits of an Akali, oh Sikh listen carefully with your 
ears. 

- Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama 


sacle Bhai Daya Singh Rehatnama 


SIA MY eA ]eoU0 


oo peng por a ge 
> ee wa Ae > 


ett fm ate 


So 


Archetypal Akali Nihang Bhujungi Warrior 


c. 1875; 
Director of Lahore Museum; 
Lahore, Pakistan. 
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Akali Warriors in Procession in Punjab 


c. 1842; 

Louis Henri de Rudder (1807-1881) After Prince Alexis Soltykoff; 

Collection Title: “Chir Sing Maharaja des Siks Roi du Panjab avec sa Suite from Voyage 
dans I’Inde;” 

Lahore, Pakistan. 
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Akali Warriors in Procession in Punjab 


c. 1842; 

Louis Henri de Rudder (1807-1881) After Prince Alexis Soltykoff; 

Collection Title: “Chir Sing Maharaja des Siks Roi du Panjab avec sa Suite from Voyage 
dans I’Inde;” 

Lahore, Pakistan. 
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Heavily Armed Cavalier of the Akal Regiment | 


c. 1838; 
The British Library Board; 
London, United Kingdom. 
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“Follower of Govind Singh” 


c. early nineteenth century; 
The British Library Board; 
London, United Kingdom. 
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Akali Nihang Army entering Battle 


c. mid-nineteenth century; 
Fresco, Raja Suchet Singh’s palace, Ramnagar; 
Udhampur, Jammu. 


WAS - 


Nihang Abchal Nagri (Crocodile Warriors of the Immoveable City) 


c. 1838; 

Artist: Emily Eden, sketched in Amritsar; 
Collection: The British Library Board; 
London, United Kingdom. 
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Akali Nihang Couple 


c. 1837; 

Gouache on mica, Company School, Madurai; 

Inscribed in Tamil and English ‘Seik Chief’ and ‘female’; 
General Collection, Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, 
Yale University (NKP24 837P). 
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Akali Nihang with Wife in South India (Deccan) 


c. 1805; 

Artist from Tanjore, Tamil Nadu; 
Victoria & Albert Museum; 
London, United Kingdom. 
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CE) ELT J IIS PRIS) AUS | 
It is clearly established within the Guru's History that 


the Nihang Dalsare continuing from the ongin 
[of the Khalsa ]. 


qyerd [5da3 Pe su ayer We | 
[Regardless] the Nihangs are carefree, 


and their battle drums will continue to roar. 
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